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Welcome to the Mississippi Writers Page Newsletter for
June 13-19, 2003
In this issue:
This week in Mississippi Literary History
News about Mississippi Writers
New Features in the Mississippi Writers Page web site
New books by Mississippi writers
Author events: readings, book signings, and appearances
On the horizon: events coming up in the weeks and months ahead
THIS WEEK in MISSISSIPPI LITERARY HISTORY
The following events all happened during this week in Mississippi history.
Year:
1923: Economist Charles Edgar Summer was born in Newton, Mississippi. (June 13)
1924: Psychiatrist B. C. Burris was born in Smithdale, Mississippi. (June 17)
1929: Tennessee Williams graduated fifty-third out of eighty-three in his University City,
Missouri, high school class. (June 13)
1935: William Mills was born in Hattiesburg. (June 17)
1941: Novelist John Armistead was born in Mobile, Alabama. (June 14)
1941: Richard Wright’s essay “Not My People’s War” appeared in New Masses. (June 17)
1962: William Faulkner fell from a horse in Oxford, Mississippi, which contributed to his
already failing health. (June 17)
1975: Tennessee Williams’ play The Red Devil Battery Sign opened at Boston’s Shubert Theatre.
The play ran less than two weeks. (June 18)
1980: Musician, educator, and writer Robert Warner Kirk died of cancer. (June 19)
1983: Southern culture specialist William Ferris married Susannah Louise Furr. (June 14)
1986: Novelist and playwright William Attaway died of heart failure in Los Angeles, California.
(June 17)
1998: Frank Trippett died at the age of 71. (June 18)
2002: Fiction writer Berry Morgan died at the age of 83 in Sumit Point, West Virginia. (June 19)
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NEWS about MISSISSIPPI WRITERS

Do you have a news item about a Mississippi writer? Please send your information to
mwp@olemiss.edu.
NEW FEATURES in the MISSISSIPPI WRITERS PAGE
The following articles were recently added or updated:
William Clark Falkner (1826-1889)
Eudora Welty (1909-2001) — article updated
NEW BOOKS by Mississippi Writers
Some Notes on River Country
By Eudora Welty
University Press of Mississippi (Hardcover, $25.00, ISBN: 1578065259;
Slipcase limited edition, $100, ISBN: 1578065631)
Publication date: April 2003
Description from the publisher:

“A place that ever was lived in is like a fire that never goes out,” Eudora Welty writes in the
opening to her 1944 essay “Some Notes on River Country.”
The University Press of Mississippi has matched that essay, long out of print, with thirty-two
duotone pictures by Welty and others to create the new book Some Notes on River Country.
For Welty, the spark of inspiration from Mississippi’s river country Natchez, Grand Gulf, Port
Gibson, Vicksburg, the ruins of Windsor, and the ghost town of Rodney fueled much of her fiction
and shaped her artistic passion to convey a “sense of place.”
In his afterword, editor Hunter Cole writes, “‘Some Notes on River Country’ documents her
discovery of this terrain and of ‘place,’ which Welty came to recognize as the orienting spring of
her fiction.”
Originally published in Harper’s Bazaar, this piece evokes both the elemental terrain and notables
who traversed it via the river and the Natchez Trace—Aaron Burr, the flatboatman Mike Fink, the
villainous Harpe brothers, and John James Audubon, as well as assorted fire-and- brimstone
preachers, bandits, planters, and Native Americans.
Taking the reader on an imagined journey through river country, Welty combines the genres of
travel narrative, character study, and geographical history to give a grand tour of the region. This
brilliant portrait of a place is both elegiac and animated as she shows how much has changed, how
much can never be recovered, and how much of the old river country remains in its contemporary
incarnation.
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In this setting Welty discovered a presence and a sense of place that stimulated her artistic vision.
“Whatever she deemed it to be,” writes Cole, “its pulsating call to Welty never ceased.”
Eudora Welty, one of America’s most acclaimed and honored writers, is the author of many
novels and story collections, including The Optimist’s Daughter (Pulitzer Prize), Losing Battles,
The Ponder Heart, The Robber Bridegroom, A Curtain of Green, and The Wide Net. Three
collections of her photographic work—Photographs, Country Churchyards, and One Time, One
Place: Mississippi in the Depression—were published by the University Press of Mississippi.
AUTHOR EVENTS: Book Signings, Readings, and Appearances
June 19-22: Ford Center for the Performing Arts, The University of Mississippi, Oxford,
Mississippi
“Oxford Film Festival.” Oxford’s first community-sponsored film festival consists of 4 days of
screenings, along with workshops on film-making, screen-writing, etc., for adults and children,
juried professional independent and amateur films, presentations and awards. Ticket prices &
details TBA. 10 a.m.-midnight daily. For more information, visit the festival web site,
www.oxfordfilmfest.com.
If you know of upcoming literary events by or about Mississippi writers, please let us know by
writing us at mwp@olemiss.edu.
ON THE HORIZON
The following events are planned for the coming weeks and months. You may wish to begin
planning now to attend or participate.
July 20-24, 2003
30th Annual Faulkner & Yoknapatawpha Conference, The University of Mississippi, Oxford,
Mississippi. Information and registration forms available at
www.outreach.olemiss.edu/events/faulkner/.
October 16, 2003
Elmore Leonard, author of more than 30 novels (including Bandits, Get Shorty, and Tishomingo
Blues), numerous film and television productions, essays and commentaries, will read and talk
about his career. For more information on Leonard, visit www.elmoreleonard.com/. Elmore
Leonard’s new book, When the Women Come Out to Dance, is to be published in November 2003.
Johnson Commons Ballroom, The University of Mississippi, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the John and
Renee Grisham Visiting Writers Series and the Department of English at the University of
Mississippi.
If you know of additional news items for this newsletter or if you have suggestions, please write us
at mwp@olemiss.edu.
For more information about events in the Oxford and University of Mississippi community, see
the Ole Miss Community Calendar:
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www.olemiss.edu/calendar/
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